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Dear Prof. Jowell,

After discussions 1 have had in the last few months with my col-
leagues Prof. ©Scheuch, FProf. Haller and Dyr. Braun from ZUMA and
after readig the avallable methodolegical and research documenta-
tion I realized that the programme "International Social Survey
Frogram"” you are coordinating, 15 an extraordinary achievement
and opportunity for the internationalization of =mocial research.
Let me mention that I am sorry that the whole concept of the
programme was not presented properly on the Research Council
Meeting ISA: Cross Cultural and International Research: Theories,
Metheds, Prejects, Organization; Centralization ws. Decentraliza-
tion. The meeting was held on September 1st-4th, 1988 in
Ljubl jana and was coocrganized by our Eesearch Institute. Your
programme represents for us a challenge and we would like to Jjoin
it. There are +the folleowig ecircumstances which speak for ocur
cooperation in ISEP:

-the development of Slovene social science and especially the
Slovene empirical sociology with a more than 30 years’ tradition
-the deveopment of sociological empirical research within the
Research Institute of the Faculty of Sociclogy, Political
Science and Journalism as well as the independent Institute for
Sociology, both within the University of Ljubljana

-20 years of continuity of Slovene National Social Science Sur-~
vey which is being performed under the tittle "Slovens Public
Opinion”. S50P: representative model of 2100 units, annual con-
tinuity research, standardized auestionnaire, developed metho-
dology, publicity of the 20 wears’results, research ete. The
o0F programme represents the only and central institution in
Yugo=lavia (enclosed is the publication of summary of results
SOF 1987, publication S0P 1388 is being printed):



-in the programme S0P we have in the last 20 vears touchsd
problems which are ineluded in the [85F programme (state power,
party, election system, percepticon of ineguity, social structure
divisgion of roles within the family, developmet wvalues, quality
of life ete.)

-—at the Institute we dispose of the experience and a developed
system for performing the empirical ressarch, methodological
hnowledge and programmes, with a terminal unit of the University
computer centre and 45 ET/AT compatible PCs for education and
personal work of the research people.

There are alscs some other cualtural-historical and political-
aystematical facts which speak for our cooperation in IBEBF:

~-The Slovenes are a nation with Europesn cultural traditien and
actual EBuropean direction, the result of which 1is the high
evaluation of democracy, lLiberty and iniciative of an in-
dividoaal, spontanity, high ewvaluaticn of mnaticnal autonomy, a
developed national self-conciousness and rejection of aill kifils of
totalitarism, one party system and militarism. Slovenia is highly
developed, it has a well developed educational and health system
as well as cultural life. Three fifths of Slovene population are
of rimoecathelic religion, & feoeurth being atheists.

~S5lovenia has developed in the direction of a republic within the
Yugeoslav federstion since 1945. In the system there is a relatiwve
high degree of republic autonomy and Slovenia tries to keep 1t
within the actual changes of the constitution,

From +the point of wview of IS55F weould Slovene national research
mean the widening of analitical and iterpretational pos—
sibilities, especially from the peint of wview of the affects of
different scocial-pelitical systems. At the same time it would
also mean the possibility for research on entire Yugeslavia.

Dear Prof. Jowell, I ask you to study our proposal and ensble us
in the first phase methodoleogical consulting and exchange., When
we  have our first results we can discuss further possibilities
for cooperation. We dispose of the terms for the first research
already 1in this avtumn and would like to have:



1. Permission te +take the forming methodology and operational
results of your ressarch from the programme [SSE

&. Your advise which of already performed research should first
be done in Slovenia taking into consideration the vossibility for
icluding it in the analwysis and interpretations

3. Your information on terms under which our cooperation is far
you acceptable. Our cpinion is of course that the exchange of
data and international publicity are the basic term for such a
cooperation.

At the end 1 would like to mention that at YUMA I received German
examples of questionnaires on performed research as well as +the
questiennaire which was presented in Austria by Prof. Haller this
year,

With best regards, (7 e

N e
Dr. Niko Tos

Director of Research Institute

Co:

-Frof. Scheuch, Kcln

~Prof. Haller, Graz

—-Dr. Braum, Bonn

-¥. Anton&i&, ISU Ljubljana
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Dear Professor Jowel,

After three years I am suggesting again our cooperation in the
scope of ISSP programme. The circumstances mentioned in my letter
three years ago (in the annex), speaking in favour of our inclusion
in this prominent international project, have been confirmed also
by the declaration of Slovenia’s independence last June, by our war
for independence, and finally by the conclusion of the three-month
moratorium on October 7 since which date Slovenia is acting as an
independent country in the world. I hope the changed circumstances
will have some effect on the judgment of the ISSP coordination in
favour of our inclusion. Of course, it is not our intention to
aggravate the course of cooperation: our sole wish is to open the
possibility and conditions to analyze the circumstances in Slovene
society in a wider European context for our own and other European

researchers.

I want to inform you that from the ISSP programme framework we have
up till now carried out the selection of "Role of Government"

variables. With the help of colleaques from Zentralarchiv in Koeln



we got the questionnaires for "Religion" and *"Inequality II". Ve
are ready to use both guestionnaires on a representative samsle ~f
adult Slovene population (N=2100) during an autumn probing t'.is
year and during a spring probing in 1%92. We are also preparcd to
take part in the designing of "Environment"” and "National Identi-
ty" programmes. Particularly the latter research reflects directly

the current Slovene situation.

In the case of our inclusion in the ISSP we are willing, of
course, to accept any obligations agreed upon in the international
team. Let me mention that at the ZA in Koeln we have launched the
initiative to deposit research data of the "Slovene Social Survey”
series which has been going on since 1968 on a representative

sample.

For the sake of illustration of the current circumstances in Slove-
nia, I am enclosing a first draft issue of the Slovene part of the
research report in the framework of the international research into
"Political Culture in Central and Eastern Europe during the Transi-
tion to Democracy", coordinated by Samuel Barns, Georgetown Univer-
sity, and colleagues from the Institute for Political Studies,

Hungarian Academy of Science.

Sincerely yours, :

P

Hiko Tos
Prof. Dr Niko Tos
Head of the
Public Opinion and Mass
Communication Research Centre
Phone/Fax: 61 182 330



